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	President's letter
	I hope this newsletter finds the members of the AMP doing well, and looking forward to summer. This spring has been an exciting and busy time. I recently returned from the Society of General Internal Medicine’s (SGIM) annual meeting held in Chicago May 14-18.  It was a pleasure to see AMP members Charlie Schwartz and David Bekelman in attendance. Charlie and I attended the Mental Health in Medicine Interest group.  The interest group is composed of SGIM members who have an interest in education, research, and treatment of mental health conditions in the medical setting.  The health professionals attending this group have interests closely aligned with the members the Association of Medicine and Psychiatry.  During the session, I took the opportunity to introduce the AMP, and to welcome members of SGIM to consider joining the AMP.  They will shortly be receiving contact information to apply for AMP membership.



	
	Given the energy and enthusiasm for mental health issues expressed by many members of SGIM, I am even more confident than before that moving the AMP annual meeting to be held in conjunction with SGIM is the right choice for our group.  Given our shared interests, and SGIM’s needs to interface with psychiatrists, I believe that these two organizations form a natural partnership.  I look forward to watching it blossom in the years to come.

In planning for our first meeting with SGIM (May 11-14, 2005, Sheraton New Orleans Hotel,New Orleans, Louisiana), I suggested that members of SGIM participate in our poster session.  This will be an ideal venue for members of the two groups to begin interacting.  We will also invite them to attend our scientific meeting.  During SGIM, there will be a section of the poster sessions devoted to mental health issues.  I strongly urge all members of the AMP to consider submissions.  Please let me know your thoughts about building bridges between these two organizations.  See www.sgim.org for information regarding membership and upcoming events.  I’ll keep the AMP membership updated to the actions of the SGIM Mental Health in Medicine Interest group.



	
	The Complexities of Co-Occurring Conditions Conference was held in Washington D.C. June 23-25th.  This conference, jointly sponsored by the NIMH, NIDA, NIAAA, AHRA, HRSA, and SAMSHA, is directed toward researchers and clinicians working at the interface of comorbid mental/physical conditions, and comorbid mental and substance abuse conditions.  Please see the conference website at www.cccconference.com for more information.  Leaders in the area of medical and psychiatric comorbidity including Wayne Katon, Greg Simon, Harold Pincus, Gail Daumit, and Dan Ford presented.

Congratulations to all combined residency programs with successful matches this year!  Please try to get all new residents enrolled in the AMP as soon as possible.  Send Nish Patel information so that packets can be mailed shortly after the start of the academic year.

Caroline Carney Doebbeling, MD, MSc

President, Association of Medicine and Psychiatry

Associate Professor of  Psychiatry and Internal Medicine, Indiana University School of Medicine

Research Scientist, Regenstrief Institute

	Member 

Publications/

     Presentations
	· Richardson JA: helped organize and lectured at an AMA accredited CME for medical missionaries sponsored by the Christian Medical and Dental Association in Nairobi, Kenya Feb 9-10, "Medical Psychiatry: The Psychiatric Care of the Medical Patient."
· M. Lee & C. White, Legalines: Antitrust Law, Chicago, Harcourt Professional Education Group, 2004.

· T. LeBlang, A. Rosoff & C. White: Informed Consent to Medical and Surgical Treatment, Legal Medicine, 6/E, Philadelphia, Mosby, 2004

	Member Awards/honors
	· M. Aly Rifai, MD has been elected as the deputy representative for the American Psychiatric Association (APA) Area 3 (Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington DC). He has been serving, for the past year, as the National Institute of Mental Health member-in-training representative for the Washington Psychiatric Society. Dr Rifai is currently a senior clinical fellow at the office of the director in the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), he works with the consultation-liaison service at the NIH clinical Center. After finishing his medical school education, he completed an NIH-funded neuroscience training fellowship at the Center for Neurosciences, College of Medicine, University of Tennessee, Memphis. He then completed a combined residency in Internal Medicine and Psychiatry at the University of Virginia, School of Medicine.  Dr Rifai is board certified in internal medicine and psychiatry. He has received the prestigious NIMH outstanding resident award; and was also awarded the American Psychiatric Association scholarship for research on severe mental illness and hepatitis C. He is the recipient of a distinguished service award from the Department of Veterans Affairs for his research on the psychiatric aspects of Hepatitis C.
· Slivertooth, EJ:   2004 AMA Foundation Leadership Award

	ABPN Announces Subspeciality Certification in  

Psychosomatic Medicine


	Attached is the press release concerning certification in psychosomatic medicine from the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology for your publication.  Please contact me if you have any questions or comments.
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Shel Cappellano

Administrative Assistant, Research & Development,

Evaluation Projects, and Communications

American Board of Psychiatry & Neurology
500 Lake Cook Road, Ste. 335
Deerfield, IL  60015
Direct Phone: 847-236-4362
Direct Fax: 847-236-4363

	Announcements
	Fenton Award

As we do every year it is time to seek nominations for the Fenton Award. Because of the change in our meeting schedule (annual meetings in May) we seek nominations for a resident who will be a PGY4 in med/psych or family med/psych during academic year 2004-2005 and will serve May, 2005  to May, 2006 during their last (PGY5) year.  Please review the 

following for further details and nomination form: 


[image: image2.wmf]AMP Fenton 

Award.doc


AMP Breakfast meeting at APM, November 19, 2004

There will not be an Annual Meeting of the Association of Medicine and Psychiatry as we have traditionally had during the APM meeting. Instead we will meet in May 2005 in conjunction with SGIM. However, there will be a breakfast meeting from 7-8 a.m. on Friday November 19, 2004 during the APM meeting at the Sanibel Hotel and Resort on Sanible Island in Fort Meyers, Florida. More details to follow. (Please note that the APM newsletter has us meeting at 8 am. This is incorrect).
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